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Time-tested tradition makes Marquette, Michigan
the place for year-round recreation.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY AARON PETERSON
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he winter air is electric with dog barks, lake

effect snow and the synchronized countdown

steaming from the mouths of several thousand
hardy spectators braving this frosty February night in
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.

Sixbustling blocks of downtown Marquette, the region’s
commercial and cultural hub, are closed to traffic, covered
with packed snowand lined with cheering fans eager to kick
off the UP 200 Sled Dog Championship.

“Three. Two. One!” The crowd roars
in unison, sending the first dog team
swooshing through a swirl of silver-
dollar-sized snowflakes, pools of lamppost
lightand the sparkle of hundreds of camera
flashes. The excitement comes to a peak
on the waterfront, where mushers hurtle
out of the downtown, drop down a hill
to the edge of Lake Superior, and make
a sharp turn before being swallowed up
by the deep night beyond the city’s glow.

The start of the UP 200 has come to symbolize the
Marquette region. Like the dog teams headed out on
a 240-mile trial of will and endurance, Marquette is
time-tested, practical and full of tradition, but led by
a relentless energy and teamwork that have made it a
thrilling place to live and visit.

Location, Location, Location

Marquette is a Lake Superior harbor town in the central
Upper Peninsula of Michigan. The Upper Peninsula (just
call it the U.P., or Yoop) is a sparsely populated region
historically important for its timber and minerals, but
more and more is securing its future through tourism
and outdoor recreation. The U.P. contains almost a
quarter of Michigan’s landmass, but only around three
percent of its population. The fact that Marquette, at
onlyaround 20,000 souls, is the largest American city in
a four-hour radius should tell you something about one
of the region’s greatest assets: Elbow room.

Marquette’s downtown gazes east over its namesake bay
on Lake Superior. To the north and west, the shoreline
slices away in a series of small sandy coves punctuated
by dark rocky points and red sandstone shelves. The
shoreline is thickly forested, and only a few homes impede
on the wild coast for about 30 miles to the tiny harbor
hamlet of Big Bay. This area offers the combination of
adventure, friendliness and reliable snow (200 inches
per year) that snowmobilers love.

A visit to Big Bay isn’t complete without a stop at
Cram’s General Store. This family-owned and -operated
grocery and hardware store caters to snowmobilers in
winter and locals and tourists year round.

ToMarquette’seast, long stretches of beach are interrupted
now and again by eroded sandstone points before finally
fallingat the feet of the brightly striped 200-foot-high cliffs of
Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore beginningin Munising,

Inland, visitors will find deep forests, numerous
lakes and a growing network of hiking and biking trails
spiderwebbing through the largely public hinterlands.
Miles of productive trout streams plummet through
the rolling remains of the ancient Huron Mountains.
The geology of these Precambrian peaks is valued for
its scenic beauty on the surface and vast mineral wealth
beneath. This fact gave rise to the region’s economy,
and today forces a tough conversation about the future.

Iron Rangers
In 1844 nearly pure deposits of iron ore were discovered
about 10 miles inland from Marquette, near the present
day cities of Negaunee and Ishpeming. Marquette’s harbor,
protected from the north and west, was the natural choice
to ship the ore to industrial Great Lakes cities to the south.
The early days of iron mining and shipping were as hard
as the minerals they involved. Ore was dug and loaded by
hand, carted overland with mules, then unloaded onto
docks by hand and reloaded by wheelbarrow onto the
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